
MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RIECKER BUILDING

The Board of Morgan County Commissioners met in their office Monday, December 7, 2020. 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30am with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

Adam Shriver, President
Tom Bragg, Vice-President
Mike Reed, Member

*Mr. Richard Welsh sat in on the commissioner meeting from 8:30am until 11:00am.  

*Commissioners are in receipt of November expense, revenue and statement of cash report from 
the Morgan County Auditor.

20-499- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to approve the minutes of November 
30, 2020.
Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried  

Elaine Flesher, Health Department 

-Ms. Flesher had a conference call with the commissioners and noted that the Health 

Department’s truck came in.  The commissioners are now planning to put their previous vehicle 

on Gov Deals. 

Heidi Burns, JFS

-Submitted bills

-Submitted timesheet

-Retirement of two employees in CSEA

-Waiting on any Federal Action for UC extensions past 26 weeks, currently expires 12/26/20.

-Discussed a possible new contract for APA services to Children’s Services.

-Really appreciative to Morgan EMA Director for getting PPE for Children Services Department

-Children Services-visitation for current cases is on a case-by-case basis on whether we are doing

in person or virtual.

John Wilt, EMA

 Continue working with townships on Public Assistance grants from 2019. 
 Continue working with contractor regarding mitigation plan update. Participated in 

virtual meeting 12/2.
 Ohio Emergency Operations Center coordination calls T-TH at 1300 hours. 
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 Continue updating County Hazardous Substance Guide (HS Guide) with 2019 Tier II 
submissions.

 Continue updating Morgan County Resource Guide.
 Continuing retrieval of stock of PPE from MCHD and added to stock at EMA.
 Meeting with MCHD on regular basis.
 Working on repair quote for BluMed for COTS 
 Received and set up 10 sections of shelving for PPE.
 Received notification of HMEP (Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning) grant award 

of $15,000 requiring $3,800 match. 

Traci Baker, Development Office

-Bid Opening-Opened bids for the McConnelsville CSO project.

Shelly and Sands-$1,448,046.40

MJ Excavating-$1,401,867.90

Eclipse Co-$1,649,168.25

20-484-Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to table all bids.

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried  

Becky Thompson, Dog Warden

-Dog Report-filed

*Kelly Caldwell phoned the commissioners and noted she appreciated them backing Mrs. 

Thompson with the spay-neuter policy.  

Shannon Wells, Development Office

 Transit – Estimate on mini van from Elliott incident will cost $3,978.   Employee Covid 
update.  Had a conf call about facility use with ODOT. 

 CDBG Cares grant – HVAC senior center needs, nursing home needs, health dept, other. 
 SR266/377 – Worked on application for the Residential Public Infrastructure Grant in 

Ocean software through Ohio Development Services Agency.    

Clayton McCoy, Engineer’s Office

20-485-Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to award County Road 18 slip repair 

(Dale Rd.) to Ohio WV Excavating in the amount of $183,423.00.

20-486- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to table all fuel bids. 
*See Attachment A*

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried  

20-487- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to table tire bids.
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*See Attachment B*

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried  

20-488- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to table aggregate bids.  

*See Attachment C*

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried  

Amy Kissinger, MCCD

-Wanted to let the commissioners know she is putting together a town hall meeting and would 

like the commissioners to sponsor it.  

*There will be a public meeting January 4th 2021 at 3:00pm in the Morgan County 

Commissioners Office located at 155 E Main Street, Room 216 in the Riecker Building.

The purpose of the meeting is for Ohio Public Works Sub County scoring of Issue 1 projects to 

be prioritized for Round 35.  

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Jeff Babcock, It Administrator

Several vendors from various IT fields have called to ask if Morgan County would like to use 
our CARES funds to purchase their products.  Some have even offered to help us fill out the 
paper for the funding to purchase their services.  Fortunately, we already have a plan for the 
State’s CARES funds.

Spectrum called to conduct an account review.  They went over our various Internet, voice, and 
cable television accounts to see if they were still active and to see if there was any discounts.  
Several of our accounts have some discounts applied to them that will disappear if we make any 
changes to the account or add/remove services.  Spectrum did say that they would be able to 
provide a quote for PRI lines to replace the CenturyLink T1 lines.

With regard to the poor Internet download speed at the Riecker Building, our Spectrum account 
representative suggested that we request a new modem from Spectrum to see if that fixes the 
circuit provisioning issue that is preventing us from getting 200 Mbps download speeds.

A couple of offices have expressed an interest in purchasing their own endpoint security suites 
since there are no longer any reliable free-for-commercial-use options available to the County.  
BitDefender Gravity Zone appears to be the best option for those offices.

Work continues with Citizen’s National Bank on a secure, encrypted option to transfer financial 
information from the Treasurer’s office.  Several encrypted e-mail options were tested, but none 
of them worked with the bank’s e-mail system.
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Transfers, Then & Nows, Supplemental Appropriations & Utility Applications 

20-489- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to transfer the following:

Transfer $5,000.00 from laborers payroll account (k11a) 004-0004-5102.01 and place into other 

expense account (k37) 004-0004-5309.02.

Transfer $400.00 from PERS account 004-0004-5367.01 and place into PERS county portion 

004-0004-5367.00.

Transfer $30,000.00from office salary (k2) 004-0004-5102.00 and place into materials account 

(k12)004-0004-5330.00.

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-490-- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to approve the following transfers:

Transfer $20,000.00from laborers payroll account (k11a) 004-0004-5102.01 and place into 

contracts account (k16) 004-0004-5316.00

Transfer$15,000.00 from repairs account (k12B) 004-0004-5330.02 and place into contracts 

account (k16) 004-0004-5316.00

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-491- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to transfer the following:

$1,897.70 from employee salaries line item 001-0301-5102

$2,596.92 from supplies line item 001-0301-5303

$0.30 from equipment line item 001-0301-5304

$50.00 from repairs line item 001-0301-5305
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$368.62 from other expenses line item 001-0301-5309

For a total-$4,913.54 to be transferred to contracts services line item 001-0301-5306 

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-492- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to request a supplemental 

appropriation for the following:

Salary #028-0028-5102 in the amount of $2947.54

Other #028-0028-5312 in the amount of $6022.91

Supplies #028-0028-5303 in the amount of $1022.50

Total of $10,432.95

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-493- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to transfer 079 fund. Please transfer 

from other expenses 079-0079-5309-.00 $11,545.00 to 079-0079-5102.00 salaries $10,000.00 

PERS 079-0079-5367.00 $1400.00 AND TO Medicare 079-0079-5368.00 $145.00.

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-494- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to transfer $345.06 from 

001-1501-5328.00 county general to 001-0201-5309.00 court of appeals.

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-495- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to transfer $5,000.00 from 

001-1501-5310-00 (joint jail) to 001-1501-5309-00 (miscellaneous)

20-496-Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to approve payment of bills.  *See 

attached*

20-497- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Reed to adopt the following resolution 

presented by Buckeye Hills Regional Council:
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Resolution of Support for the Ohio Development Services Agency
(ODSA) Appalachia Assistance Line Item

WHEREAS, Morgan County is served by Buckeye Hills Regional Council 
(BHRC) (including the counties of Athens, Hocking, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, 
Perry & Washington and the cities of Athens, Belpre, Marietta, and Logan) as its Local 
Development District (LDD) for the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC); 
 
WHEREAS, the ARC is a model for federal economic and community development 
programs and has assisted the Buckeye Hills region to improve the social and economic
climate and improve critical infrastructure; 
 
WHEREAS, the Ohio Development Services Agency (ODSA) Appalachia Assistance 
funding provides much needed economic development project funding in the 
region, improves the social and economic climate of local communities, and 
improves critical infrastructure;  
 
WHEREAS, the ARC and ODSA Appalachia Assistance funding provide resources for 
business development, education and job training, telecommunications, infrastructure, 
community development, housing, and transportation projects creating new jobs; 
improvements to local water and sewer systems; increasing workforce readiness; 
expanding access to health care; assisting local communities with strategic planning; 
and providing technical and managerial assistance to emerging businesses; 
 
WHEREAS, in 2019, Ohio’s LDDs administered 67 ARC and ODSA Appalachia 
Assistance funded projects totaling over $49.2 million in total project costs and resulting 
in 493 new jobs and another 2,387 jobs retained in the region with funding provided by 
the ODSA Appalachia Assistance funding and the federal ARC; 
 
WHEREAS, governance of the Governor’s Office of Appalachia is addressed in Ohio 
Revised Code Section 107.21; 
 
WHEREAS, the LDDs have developed a comprehensive and competitive process for 
the selection and recommendation for projects to receive funding through ODSA and 
ARC and that this locally initiated process should continue;

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has cast the disparities faced by Appalachian 
Ohio—including its digital divide—in stark relief; 

WHEREAS, the Appalachian LDDs are active, trusted partners with the requisite ability 
and expertise to advance broadband access in Appalachian Ohio; the LDDs already 
have solid working relationships with Broadband Ohio, the Ohio Development Services 
Agency (DSA) and the Governor’s Office of Appalachia (GOA); it therefore makes good 
sense for Ohio to partner with the LDDs to take Appalachian Ohio into the connected, 
21st century economy;
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WHEREAS, the addition of the new asset of the Buckeye Hills Foundation—a 501c3 
nonprofit whose mission is to enhance and support community and economic 
development in rural Appalachian Ohio—provides a vehicle to connect the public 
program and policy work accomplished by the LDD partners with new relationships in 
the non-profit, philanthropic and private business world. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Board of Morgan County 
Commissioners supports continued funding of the ODSA Appalachia Assistance line 
item with the following statement explicitly included: 
 
Funding allocated to Buckeye Hills Regional Council, Ohio Mid-Eastern 
Governments Association, and Ohio Valley Regional Development Commission, 
and Eastgate Regional Council of Governments be no less than $390,000, funding
allocated to the Buckeye Hills Foundation be no less than $250,000, and funding 
for the Governors Office of Appalachia operations and projects be no less than 
$7,562,018.

 

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Reed yea Motion Carried

20-498- Motion by Mr. Reed and seconded by Mr. Bragg to adjourn the commissioners meeting 

at 4:00pm.  

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Mr. Bragg yea, Reed yea, Motion Carried

Adam Shriver, President

Tom Bragg, Vice-President

Mike Reed, Member Sheila Welch, Clerk
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Attachment A:
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Attachment B:
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Attachment C:
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