
MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RIECKER BUILDING

The Board of Morgan County Commissioners met in their office Monday, January 3, 2022. 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30am with the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  

Tom Bragg, President
Adam Shriver, Vice-President
Richard Welsh, Member

22-001- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to approve the minutes of December
27, 2021.
Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

*Commissioners are in receipt of December expense, revenue and statement of cash report from 
the Morgan County Auditor.

- The commissioners reported on their activities for the previous week:

Commissioner Bragg scheduled a meeting with Jason Peirce concerning the impound lot for 

Monday. 

He also attended a Solid Waste meeting in Caldwell on December 27, 2021.  

Al Eltringham, Reicker Maintenance 

-Updated the commissioners on the work Servpro is completing at the building.   

Jason Peirce, Peirce Electric

-Discussed placing electric at the impound lot.  

Heidi Hurns, JFS

-Timesheet

-Contract for Title XX Transportation with Sheriff’s Office 

-Update on basement repairs

John Wilt, EMA

 Ohio Emergency Operations Center coordination calls Thursdays at 1300 hours 

 Daily Zone 2 Hospital Surge Call with COTS

 Continue updating Morgan County Resource Guide.

 Coordinating with MCHD on regular basis.

 Received and installed truck accessories.
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 Set up bookkeeping and payroll spreadsheets for 2022, worked on preparing 2022 

purchase orders, waiting on final budget info from Auditor’s office to complete so I can 

pay bills.

 Muskingum River crested at 10 feet. Should continue to drop and should be below 9-foot 

action level on January 5th. Dillon is releasing 6307 cubic feet per second and remains 10 

feet above winter pool elevation of 734 feet. The inflow is currently the same as the 

outflow. As levels settle, they will continue to draw down to winter pool level.

 Preparing EMPG Q4-Q5 cash request and annual inventory report for submission.

 Preparing FY2022 SERC grant Application for submission

2022 Appoints and Hires  

22-002- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to appoint Mr. Bragg as President of

the Board of Commissioners for the calendar year 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-003- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded Mr. Bragg to appoint Mr. Shriver as Vice-President

of the Board of Commissioners for the calendar year 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

 22-004 Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to designate Mr. Bragg as the 

official representative and Adam Shriver as the alternate for the purpose of voting at the annual 

meeting of the county commissioner’s association of Ohio in 2022.  

The following resolution was approved:

Whereas Article IV, Section 6, of the Code of Regulations of the County Commissioners' 

Association of Ohio requires each member county to, for the purpose of voting of any annual or 

special meeting of the Association, designate an Official Representative and alternate; and 

Whereas, the designation of the Official Representative and Alternate for a county organized 

under the statutory for of county government shall be by resolution of the board of county 

commissioners; and

Whereas, is designating the Official Representative and Alternative only a member of the board 

of county commissioners is eligible to be designated as the Official Representative and 

Alternate;
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Now Therefore Be it Resolved; that Tom Bragg, County Commissioner is designated as the 

Official Voting Representative of Morgan County.

Be it Further Resolved, that Adam Shriver is designated as the Alternate Voting Representative 

of Morgan County.

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-005- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to approve the following boards for 

the calendar year 2022:

Adam Shiver: Washington-Morgan County Community Action Board

 Buckeye Hills Development District Board

Buckeye Hills-Hocking Valley Executive Committee

Area on Aging

Council on Aging

Richard Welsh: Muskingum Watershed Conservancy Board

District Advisory Council

Family and Children First Council

EMA Mitigation Planning

Tom Bragg: Buckeye Joint County Insurance Council 

Southeastern Ohio Joint Jail Board

United Way

Worker's Compensation Committee

All three Commissioners serve on the following boards:

EMA Terrorism Committee

Southeast Ohio Solid Waste Committee

Workforce Investment Board, Council of Government

Morgan County Planning Commission

LEPC

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-006-Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to allow Mr. Starkey to come off six-

month probation and employee for the calendar year 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  
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22-007- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to reemploy Mrs. Becky Thompson 

as Dog Warden for the calendar year 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-008- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to reemploy Mr. Nick Finley as 

deputy Dog Warden for the calendar year 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-009- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to reemploy Mrs. Sheila Welch as 

Commissioner's Clerk for the calendar year of 2022.   

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-010- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to reemploy Mrs. Shannon Wells as 

Prevailing Wage Officer for the calendar year of 2022.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-011- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to reemploy Alan Eltringham as 

Morgan County Riecker Maintenance/Custodian for the calendar year of 2022.   

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-012- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to approve .50 cents per mile 

reimbursement rate for Morgan County employees using personal vehicles for Morgan County 

business for the calendar year of 2022.    

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-013- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to establish office hours for regular 

session commissioners’ meetings for Monday 8:30am-4:00pm unless a holiday falls on Monday 

in which case the commissioners meeting would fall on Tuesday.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried  

22-014- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to approve 2022 holidays as follows:

New Year’s Day      Friday, December 31, 2021

Martin Luther King Jr. Day      Monday January 17, 2022

President's Day     Monday, February 21, 2022

Memorial Day     Monday, May 30, 2022
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Juneteenth Day     Monday, June 20, 2022 

Independence Day     Monday, July 4, 2022

Labor Day     Monday, September 5, 2022

Columbus Day     Monday, October 10, 2022

Veteran's Day                                                                      Friday, November 11, 2022

Thanksgiving Day                                                              Thursday, November 24, 2022

Friday after Thanksgiving                                                  Friday, November 25, 2022

½ Day on Christmas Eve               Friday, December 23, 2022 

Christmas Day                                                                      Monday, December 26, 2022

 22-014-Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to allow Engineer Hook to perform 

duties over county roads in the calendar year 2022. 

Mr. Shriver yea Mr. Bragg yea Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried 

22-015 Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to limit public comments to 10 

minutes.

Mr. Bragg, yea Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried 

22-016- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to reemploy Patricia Harris as 

Morgan County Apiary Inspector for the calendar year of 2022.   

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-017- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to reemploy John Wilt as Morgan 

County EMA Director for the calendar year of 2022.   

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried
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Shannon Wells, Development Office

 An application was submitted on December 30, 2021 for $1,180,000 to the Economic 
Development Administration for the water extension project on SR60 for construction 
costs only.  The total project costs are $1,530,000.  Appalachian Regional Commission 
funds of $350,000 were already awarded to the project. 

 A meeting was held with Curtis Hansen from the Appalachian Regional Commission last 
week to begin the process for the broadband grant of $50,000 for a Morgan County 
Feasibility Study.  A committee needs established to begin the process of preparing and 
approving a request for proposal.  Buckeye Hills is able to assist in the process.  

 A price was received from Tom Farms to deliver and spread stone at the new transit 
facility.  I need suggestions for getting a second quote. 

 A recycling webinar is being held on Thursday, January 6, 2022 at 10am.  Grants will be 
received until February 4, 2022.  

 I will be out Friday for a medical appointment.

Gary Woodward, Auditor

-Discussed an employees’ 13% and 10% pay raises.

-Discussed Then & Now resolutions

-Discussed the budget from long ago compared to today.

-The commissioners had a phone conference with Noble County Commissioners, regarding 

inmate housing cost their jail. It was discussed that the cost for housing an inmate for one night 

is $65.00. Morgan Commissioners requested the rate stay at $65.00 and not increase as proposed.

Becky Thompson, Dog Warden

-Dog Report-filed

Jeff Michaels, Health Department  

-Discussed putting a levy on the 2022 primary ballot.  Commissioners suggested reducing the 

time from 10 years to 5 years.  Mr. Michaels said he would talk to the Board of Health

Jeff Babcock, It Administrator

-No Report
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22-018- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to authorize an update to the 

schedule of fees for the legal representation provided for Indigent Defendants to align the rates 

and amounts with the State Maximum Fee Schedule for Appointed Counsel Reimbursement 

established by the Office of the Public Defender.    

Whereas, Morgan County recognizes its reasonability under the laws of the State of Ohio and the

United States of America to provide counsel for indigent individuals charged with serious 

offenses in the Courts of Morgan County; and 

Whereas, Morgan County has chosen to utilize an assigned counsel system under the authority of

Section 120.33of the Revised Code, and to adopt a Schedule of Fees for these services pursuant 

to sections 120.33(A) and 2941.51 of the Revised Code; and 

Whereas, the Office of the Ohio Public Defender has established a State Maximum Fee Schedule

for Appointed Counsel Reimbursement, revised September 2021 for all assigned counsel fees; 

and

Whereas, the Board of Commissioners desire to align the Schedule of Fees to the amounts 

established by the Office of the Ohio Public Defender; and 

Whereas, this Schedule of Fees supersedes those authorized by any prior Resolution; now 

therefore, 

Be it Resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Morgan County, Ohio:

1. That pursuant to sections 120.33 and 2041.51 of the revised Code, the attached 

Schedule of Fees for use by the Morgan County Common Pleas Court, and the Fifth 

District Court of Appeals, which is based on the Ohio of the Ohio Public Defender 

State Maximum Fee Schedule for Appointed Counsel Reimbursement, revised 

September is hereby adopted.

2. That the payment of extraordinary fees due to complex issues, multiple offenses, 

lengthy trials, or other reasons, warranting compensation at a rate which exceeds the 
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maximums established by a county of the OPD is hereby authorized upon proper 

application and approval as determined by each respective Court.  

3. That the payment for expenses associated with providing representation shall be made 

when submitted on the attorney’s fee certificate and approved by the respective Court.  

Expenses shall not exceed $100 without prior Court approval.  Expenses in excess of 

$100 may be allowed only if approved by the Judge in advance of incurring the 

expense and the amount thereof is determined to reasonable by the Judge.  

4. The effective date of this new Schedule of Fees for assigned Counsel is January 1, 

2022.  Cases assigned on or after January 1, 2022 will be eligible for the fees 

established above.  

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

  Transfers, Then & Nows, Supplemental Appropriations & Utility Applications 

22-019- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to transfer $6,852.00 from 

commissioner’s other acct#001-0101-5309.00 to grant administration salary 099-0099-5102.00

   Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-020--- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to approve a supplemental 

appropriation request second half FY22 Felony Care & Custody January 1, 2022 through June 

30, 2022:
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Line Item                                                                       Account Number                     Amount               

Monitoring & Surveillance              023-2022-5301.00 $ 1,990.00

Miscellaneous (Traveling, Training, Mntnc.  023-2022-5307.00 $38,833.02

Drug Testing Fees  023-2022-5308.00 $     487.00

$41,310.02

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-021- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to make a supplemental 

appropriation for the following account 044-0044-5301.00 technology grant in the amount of 

$8,520.77.

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-022-Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to approve blanket travel request for  

any and all travel related to the office of  Morgan County Court in 2022.

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-023- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Shriver to approve the following. See 

attachment A.

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-024- Motion by Mr. Shriver and seconded by Mr. Welsh to approve the 2022 budget. See 

attachment B.

  Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried
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22-025-Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Welsh to approve payment of bills.  *See 

attached*

 Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

22-026- Motion by Mr. Welsh and seconded by Mr. Bragg to recess the commissioners meeting 

at 4:00pm.  

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

-Commissioners met at prosecutor’s office Thursday January 6, at 8:00am.

22-027- Motion by Mr. Bragg and seconded by Mr. Welsh to adjourn meeting Thursday, January

6th at 9:50am.

Mr. Bragg yea, Mr. Shriver yea, Mr. Welsh yea Motion Carried

Tom Bragg, President

Adam Shriver, Vice-President

Richard Welsh, Member Sheila Welch, Clerk
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Attachment A:
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Attachment B:

14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47


