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MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
                                                    RIECKER BUILDING

The Board of Morgan County Commissioners met in their office Monday, May 12, 2025.
The meeting was called to order at 8:30am with the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

Cecil Mayle, President 
Heidi Maxwell, Vice-President
Steve Best, Member
                                                                                                                                                                                      

The commissioners did the following over the past week: 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

25-242- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mrs. Maxwell to approve the minutes of May 5, 
2025.
Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Al Eltringham, Riecker Maintenance  

Bragg’s started installing new carpet and as of Friday 12-27-24 the conference rooms on the 2nd 
and 3rd floors and the Treasurer’s office are completed. They are moving to the Recorder’s office 
12-30-24 Commissioner’s finished 1-2-25 Recorders Office is finished 1-10-25 Now working on 
the extension Office 1-8-25. Carpet will be replaced in the Auditors office 2-1-25 Auditors 
office Carpet replacement has been completed 2-2-25. Engineer is next to be done and they 
should start in June/July. 5-6-25

Haas Sanitation set the Port-a-john at the Grove Park 5-6-25 (Has been chained and Locked)

Cleaned and mowed Grove Park and Commons, and there is still Christmas Decorations in the 
park. 5-6-25

Bank leading down to the old pool site was mowed and cleaned. 5-6-25

VFW Cleaned and removed dead Red Bud tree and brushed and power washed the Purple Heart 
monument in front of the Riecker Building and also cleaned the Statue and Monuments at the 
Grove Park (Bob Stout and Randy Kintz Headed up the project.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Heidi Burns, J&FS
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Staff was at JFS Conference last week where Morgan County was awarded the “top performer in 
renewal ratios”; this was for Medicaid and for being in the top 25% for every quarter of 2024 for 
Medicaid renewals.

Meeting with Brave Beginnings on Tuesday to discuss a MOU for a CAC in Zanesville. 

Reminder of PRC meeting next Thursday May 22nd at 10am. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Julie Gridley, Pound Keeper

Surrendered:
Adoptions: One dog adopted.
Donations: We received a $50.00 donation from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous.  In 
addition, we received a $25.00 donation from a couple who adopted one of the dogs.
Strays: One stray
Volunteers: Janelle and her brother. Thank you for all your help.
Also, we want to remind everyone if we don’t have a certain breed of dog you are looking for, 
please visit S.P.O.T. website. Susan has plenty of dogs looking for a forever home.
                                                                                                                                                                                      

John Wilt, EMA/911

Handed in his resignation for his position as EMA Director, effective June 30, 2025. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Becky Thompson, Dog Warden 

-Submitted report
-Full report can be found online at: 
https://www.morgancounty- oh.gov/dog_warden_reports.html 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

Tracy Simons, Tourism Director  

 25-243 Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mrs. Maxwell to amend the Morgan County 

Lodging Excise Tax Code of Regulations. See Attachment A

Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Shannon Wells, Development Office
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Shannon Wells attended a meeting of the Morgan County Land Bank Reutilization Corporation 
on May 7, 2025. 

Traci Baker attended a progress meeting on May 8, 2025 for a sewer line replacement project in 
Stockport.  The project will install a new sewer main along South Street and Market Street in 
Stockport.  Market Street will receive new pavement and the project will wrap up later this 
summer.

ODNR contacted Shannon Wells and will grant $40,000 to the Morgan County Commissioners 
for 2025 and 2026 to be used for Executive Director salary for tourism. 

The application for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) will open this week.  
Activities for Allocation program need to be determined.  Shannon Wells will attend council 
meetings for each village over the next two weeks for competitive programs.

Commissioners—Allocation Program-$150,000-sewer study for SR60/Pennsville 
McConnelsville—Residential Public Infrastructure Program (RPIG) - $750,000 SEWER 

Stockport—Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NR) $750,000

Malta-Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NR) $750,000

Chesterhill-Critical Infrastructure $500,000water improvements

Shannon Wells and Brad Peoples, OhioSE will make two business visits tomorrow with Schaad 
and Sons and Follow the River Environmental. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

25-244- Motion  by  Mrs.  Maxwell and  seconded  by  Mr.  Best  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 

Enterprises Fleet for the Sheriff’s Office.

Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Jeff Michaels; Lynn Mercer; Dr. Murrell, Health Department 

Updated the commissioners on grants.  

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Heather Hill, Candidate for Ohio Governor; Mike Norman, Need Assessment for Genesis  

Mrs. Hill came in the speak with the commissioners to get their support for running for Ohio  

Governor for 2026. 

She grew up in Appalachia. After graduation, she attended college, beginning at Columbus State 

and earning her Bachelor’s Degree from Ohio University.  
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She and her husband started Ohio Hunting Lodge in 2015; a small business rooted in her love for 

the outdoors.

She explained her vision for Ohio’s future and also spoke about her life growing up and how she 

plans to improve life for others.

Michael Norman, CPA (Inactive), has been with Genesis HealthCare System since 2010 and part  

of the senior leadership team since 2018, when he was named the Chief Financial Officer. In 2024 

he transitioned into the role of Chief Strategy Officer. In this role, he is responsible for Business  

Development  & Strategy,  Revenue  Cycle  (including  Patient  Accounts,  the  Patient  Resource 

Center, and Resource Counseling) and Health Information Management & Coding (including 

Physician Coding and Education Services).

Before joining Genesis, Norman was the vice president of finance for an Ohio hospital, manager of 

accounting for two large energy companies and worked for an emergency medicine physicians 

recruiting company. Each management position had multiple areas of responsibility that included 

accounting, billing, financial reporting and materials management. Norman holds a bachelor’s 

degree in business administration from Ohio University where he graduated Summa Cum Laude.

Heather invited Mr. Norman to speak to us about health care needs in Morgan County.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Amber Wilson, Senior Center Director

The seniors competed painting with Don Maston this week.

CPR classes to begin Friday.  

Smartphone classes will begin tomorrow for senior citizens.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

  Jeff Babcock, IT Administrator

The IT Director continued cleaning up the various older computers in the Network 
Operations Center.  Many of the older computers can be reused for other functions on 
the County’s networks.  If they cannot be reused, they will be recycled in accordance 
with the County’s excess equipment policy.

The Commissioners asked the IT Director about getting a filing cabinet for the Dog 
Pound as well as selling some excess equipment at the Dog Pound on GovDeals.  
Several offices in the County have excess filing cabinets that can be taken to the Dog 
Pound.
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Transfers, Then & Nows, Supplemental Appropriations & Utility Applications

25-245- Motion by Mrs. Maxwell and seconded by Mr. Best to approve the Morgan County 
Juvenile Court the following supplemental appropriation transfer:

The amount of $2,000.00 from the unallocated Grant Funds to miscellaneous Expense line item 
#023-2025-5307.00.
Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

25-246-  Motion  by Mr.  Best  and seconded by Mrs.  Maxwell  to  supplementally  appropriate 
additional funds into expense line item 001-1401-5364.00 Commissioners ins. Property/Liability 
in the amount of $5,000.00.  
Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 25-238-Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mrs. Maxwell to approve payment of bills.  *See 
attached*
Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

25-239- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mrs. Maxwell to recess the commissioners 
meeting at 4:00pm.

Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

25-240- Motion by Mrs. Maxwell and seconded by Mr. Best to reconvene the commissioners 
meeting Monday, May 12, 2025 at 4:00pm for a CIC meeting.

 Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

 25-241- Motion by Mrs. Maxwell and seconded by Mr. Best to adjourn the commissioners 
meeting Monday, May 12, 2025 at 5:30pm.

Mr. Mayle yea, Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Cecil Mayle, President

                                                        

Heidi Maxwell, Vice-President

                                                        

Steven Best, Member Sheila Welch, Clerk
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Attachment A:
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