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MORGAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RIECKER BUILDING

The Board of Morgan County Commissioners met in their office Monday, June 15, 2026.

Heidi Maxwell, President 
Steve Best, Vice-President
Cecil Mayle, Member

The commissioners did the following over the past week: 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

26-282- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve the minutes of June 8, 2026
Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

A records retention meeting was held at 8:00am until 8:30am. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Al Eltringham, Riecker Maintenance  

Monarch Roofing Re-inspected the lower-level roof with the Insurance Adjuster 5-11-26

All mowing at the Grove Park, Commons, Dirt Pile Lot, EMA Building, Old Transit Garage and 
Senior Citizen Building completed 6-10-26

Pierce Electric has started installing Emergency lights and Exit Signs in the Riecker Building

Called Apperson’s to look at and order parts for the toilet in the men’s restroom at the Senior 
Center. 6-12-26

Called Shane Hildebrand about installing a railing in the attic at the Courthouse. 6-2-26

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Discussion of a Data Center Project in a Texas Town

 One Commissioner and one Center Township Trustee visited a small town in Texas to 

observe a similar, though larger, data center project.

 The company involved building a park and a basketball court for the community.

 Local officials, including the mayor, judge, and sheriff, were met and seemed happy with 

the company.
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 The Texas facility is located closer to its town than the proposed local project is to theirs.

Concerns Over Water and Power Supply

 Water:

o The Texas facility, located near the coast in a town called Colorado City, uses a 

different cooling system due to less water availability.

o There is concern that the local Tri-County area may lack sufficient water in 

August.

o The proposed facility will need to develop its own water source.

 Power:

o The facility plans to build its own electrical substation.

o Power is expected to be sourced from across the river, not from a new on-site 

generation station.

o Residents are concerned about impacts on electricity bills and grid stability.

o The company stated that in a power outage, residents would have priority over the 

data center.

Impact on Community Services and Infrastructure

 Fire Department:

o A concern was raised that a similar facility in Columbus requires fire department 

responses twice a month.

o The group discussed requesting that the company fund a full-time firefighter 

position.

o The company reportedly said they have extensive overprotection systems and 

would help with this concern.

 Tax Revenue:

o The project is estimated to generate seven million tax revenue for the county.

o There are questions about what percentage of this revenue will return to Center 

Township.

o The school district is expected to receive 80% of the revenue.
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o It was noted that the company could pay for equipment but not ongoing personnel 

costs like a firefighter’s salary.

Environmental and Long-Term Concerns

 Water Contamination:

o An engineering specialist highlighted that PFAS chemicals cannot be easily 

removed from water systems.

o There is concern about water discharge and even a closed-loop cooling system.

o The group emphasized the need to be proactive and obtain environmental 

assurances in writing.

 Future of the Facility:

o There are concerns about what will happen to the facility after its initial contract 

over 15 years, including potential obsolescence.

o The possibility that the company could sell the facility to another entity was also a 

point of worry.

Upcoming Public Meeting and Company Transparency

 Meeting on June 18, 2026:

o A public meeting is scheduled to discuss the project.

o Plan: breakout sessions by topic—Grid/Power, Land/Water, and Economic 

impacts.

o Goal: enable more direct Q&A with company representatives.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Heidi Burns, JFS

Northwoods Renewal Contract
Children’s Summit – need to know who wants registered
Children Services
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John Wilt, 911

Antenna Installation on Bell Tower

 An antenna will be installed on the bell tower because the roof is occupied by air 
conditioning units and their racks.

 The installation will use struts, and the antenna is approximately fifteen feet long.

Property and Jurisdiction Issues

 There is confusion regarding property boundaries and village limits around a school.
o Two apartment buildings share the same numerical address but have different unit 

identifiers.
o One building is within the village, while the other is not. The school is in the 

village, but the surrounding property is not.
 Approval was previously halted at the village level.

Operational and Administrative Topics

 There are current issues with dispatchers, specifically related to a second call not being 
sent correctly last week.

 A meeting is scheduled for June 28.
 It was noted that an individual is in communication with the fire marshal's office 

regarding an unspecified authority issue.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Steve Redrup, EMA

 Working with Ohio Parks and watercraft on drone operations

 Working on the LEPC yearly fiscal report

 Contacted Ohio EMA reference the SHSP grant

 Working with area agencies on supplies for disaster preparedness 

 Conducted building and fleet maintenance 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sophia Wiseman, OSU Extension 

Sophia Whisman- 4-H Extension Educator

On May 18th Sophia met with the Older Youth in Training and the 4-H committee. May 19th  

Sophia attended Junior Fair Board and Senior Fair Board meetings. May 23rd Sophia held two 

sessions of QA with Alivia Mock and Jordan Penrose. June 2nd and 3rd Sophia attended Camp 



329

Counselor Camp with Pam Montgomery and taught on the 3rd. June 5th Sophia had an interview 

with WHIZ live at noon. June 6th Sophia helped and attended Market livestock tag in. June 8th 

Sophia held an Older Youth Training meeting to prepare for STEM Day. June 9th Sophia taught 

the last QA of the year with Alivia Mock and Jordan Penrose. June 12th Sophia held the last 

Cloverbud STEM Day with the Older Youth in Training, they chose a beach theme, and 18 clover 

buds were registered. 

Sophia works on prepping for Project Judging Skillathon. 

Pam Montgomery-4-H/FCS Extension Educator and Area Leader 

4-H Activities

 5/18/26 4-H Horse Sub-Committee of 4-H Advisory Committee

 5/18/26 4-H Advisory Committee

 5/22/26 Worked with 4-H parent related to Horse Project and how to complete the 4-H Online 

requirements.

 5/22/26 Worked with 4-H parents on how to complete the Winning 4-H Plan document.

 5/27/26 4-H Master Clothing Educator Volunteer Executive Committee to discuss plans for 

training and meetings in 2026. Statewide group of volunteers that I work with as the Extension 

Professional. Via Zoom

 6/1/26 4-H CARTEENS member meeting

 6/1/26 Visited the Morgan 4-H Horse Workout at the Fairgrounds

 6/2/26 and 6/3/26 Camp Counselor/CIT Camp Counselor taught (3) of the sessions and scheduled 

other 4-H professionals to teach (4) sessions.

 6/2/26 4-H Fashion Board meeting and activity on Hand Stitching

 6/11/26 Camp Counselor/CIT workday

 6/12/26 Assisted Sophia and Alivia with Cloverbud Stem Day



FCS Activities

 5/26/26 Successful Co-Parenting 

 6/12/26 Attended Morgan County Family and Children First Council

Area Leader Activities:

 One-on-one sessions with employees in Area 19 (Morgan, Muskingum, Perry, and Washington 

Counties) regularly. 

 Attend Staff meeting and Extension Advisory meeting when needed or requested.
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 Continue onboarding new employees in Washington County.

 Attend monthly two online monthly Area Leader meetings.

 

Other

 Monthly one-on-one meetings with my supervisor

 OSU Extension is changing administrative structures for county offices. Area Leaders are being 

eliminated, and they are replacing with District Director. There is a total of 12 District Directors 

for Ohio. Pam applied for District 10 and has been selected as the district 10 Director and started 

her new position on June 29th. The office will be exploring the next steps and transitioning the 

program responsibilities at the next staff meeting. Some responsibilities will not transition right 

away.

Betsy Ellingsworth- FCS Extension Educators Coordinator 3

Betsy finished teaching the 6-week Taking Care of Me series at Morgan South Elementary to all  

kindergarten- 2nd grade students on May 27.

She continues to partner with Morgan United Ministries to distribute recipes and healthy eating 

resources  at  the  monthly  food  distribution  in  Stockport,  Chesterhill,  and  Malta  which  she 

participated at on June 3 & 10.

Betsy taught Wits Workout sessions at the Senior Center to promote brain health & socialization, 

which she led on Thursday mornings in May.

She began a Nutrition series, “From Sunrise to Supper: Simple Meals for Healthy Aging,” which 

she teaches every Thursday morning in June at the Senior Center.

Betsy attended the Head Start Parent Night on May 21 and distributed resources on healthy snacks 

for preschoolers.

In June Betsy completed Fitness Made Simple training to offer this program to Morgan County 

residents.

She authored a blog post for the OSU Extension Live Healthy Live Well site which was titled "The 

Power of Rest.”

On June 11, Betsy participated in the event for seniors, Music in the Park, at The Grove, and 

distributed information to attendees on the benefits of music to promote brain health and mental 

well-being.

She attended the Family & Children First Council meeting on June 12 with Pam Montgomery

Jordan Penrose- Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator
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In May, Jordan gave his monthly TV interview on WHIZ News, discussing upcoming events, 

gardening, and hay testing. He, along with Alivia, led a station about beef cattle at the Soil and 

Water 4th-grade field day. Jordan helped Sophia and Alivia with 4-H Quality Assurance, leading 

the hands-on activity. Jordan also spoke at the Farm Bureau Workers' Comp Safety Training 

event, talking about watching your step around the farm. On the first Thursday of May, the 

Framers Market started for the season. In June, Jordan attended the ANR Retreat: Leading with 

Purpose, Planning for the Future. He has also started a new round of pest monitoring for the Lep 

Monitoring Network, working with five farms across the county to track corn earworm and 

western bean cutworm. Jordan has also continued to participate in various meetings, including 

the bi-weekly corn call meeting, bi-weekly between-the-rows meetings, monthly beef team 

meetings, and monthly forage team meetings, to share updates about crops, forages, livestock, 

and conditions in Morgan County with his coworkers around the state. He has also been writing 

weekly for the Herald, posting weekly blog posts on the Morgan County ANR Blog, and sending 

monthly email newsletters

Alivia Mock- Extension Educator Coordinator

4H – Alivia assisted with two sessions of QA on 5/23 at the fairgrounds with Sophia and Jordan. 

Alivia also assisted with QA on 6/9 in the evening with Sophia and Jordan. Alivia assisted with 

Cloverbud STEAM Day on 6/12 at the fairgrounds with Sophia and Pam. 

ANR – Alivia did a Sun Safety presentation at the Morgan County Farm Bureau Safety 

Breakfast on 5/30. Alivia attended the Morgan County Farmers Market on 

5/7,5/114,5/21,5/28,6/4, and 6/11. 

FCS- Alivia co-taught a Trauma Informed Approach session in Muskingum County with 

Muskingum County FCS Educator Alexus Masterson at Forever Dads on 5/22. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Shannon Wells, Development Office  
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26-283-Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve entering into a contract with 

Singree Construction for $1,675.00 for the Home Sewage Treatment System Program Contract 

23-5R for the reclaim of one septic system.   This resolution will be contingent upon funding.

10880 Ferrell Rd McConnelsville, OH 43756 (Ferrell) (Reclaim)

Ferrell – Singree $1,675, Shriver $3,000, Wilkins – Declined

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-284-Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mayle to approve entering into a contract with 

Singree Construction for$1,675.00 for the Home Sewage Treatment System Program. Contract 

24-2R for the reclaim of one septic system.   This resolution will be contingent upon funding.

  

5055 Van Fossen Lane Chesterhill, OH 43728 (McAdams) (Reclaim)

McAdams – Singree $1,675, Shriver $3,000, Wilkins – Declined

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

A signature is requested for a change order on a reclaim at 1775 S St Rt 377 Stockport for Woodruff 

in the amount of $850.00.  

26-285- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to untable bids for the Twin City Opera 

House Stage Equipment project.

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

Recommendation letters from Schooley Caldwell (engineer on the project) and The Village of 

McConnelsville village administrator Tim Louis have been received.  Pittsburgh Stage was the 

only bidder, and their price was over budget.  Pittsburgh submitted voluntary deduct alternates, 

and the village would like to accept deduct 4D and award the project at $223,884.  Project to be  

paid for by a CDBG Target grant and capital bill funding already secured. 

26-286- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mayle to award the stage equipment project to 

Pittsburgh Stage at $223,884.

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried
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Shannon Wells and Commissioner Best met with DLZ for a jail project update on June 12, 2026. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

The commissioners attended a Solid Waste meeting in Caldwell, Ohio from 11:30am-2:30pm.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Jeff Babcock, IT Administrator  

The older Window 10 computers for the Common Pleas Court Administrator and Assignments 

Officer were replaced with new Windows 11 computers from Dell.   One computer had been 

infected with malware from an attorney’s office, causing it to run incredibly slow.   Also, the 

computer may have been accessed remotely to send out spam emails.  The infected computer was 

promptly removed from the network and replaced.  It was then disinfected so that files could be 

copied to the new computer.

The Commissioners provided the IT Director with the dates for Joint Solid Waste’s Morgan 

County special collections (electronic/computer/television, appliances, and hazardous household 

waste) for publishing on the Commissioners’ Facebook page.

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Transfers, Then & Nows, Supplemental Appropriations & Utility Applications

26-287- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Mayle to approve the mandated share for the 

month of June is $3,442.75. 

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-288- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve mandated share. See 
Attachment A
Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-289- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to request a supplementary appropriation 
account number 033-00335304.00 in the amount of $100.00.  These funds were a donation given 
to the Sheriff’s Office for the purchase of vests. We have an order for vests and would be using 
this money towards payment.  Attached are the pay in receipt 033-0033-4001.00.
Upon approval of this supplementary appropriation, please adjust PO 139 to reflect an increase of 
$100.00
Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried
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26-290- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Mayle to request a supplementary 

appropriation to account number 001-0601-5313.00 in the amount of $4,300.00.  An invoicing 

error by a previous employee was discovered and no payment has been made since July 2025. 

Payments weren’t being made at time of budgeting and therefore not budgeted for in 2026. This 

requested amount would pay July 2025-June 2026 and estimated to cover remining 2026 

payments.

Upon approval of this supplemental request, please adjust PO 134 to reflect an increase of 

$4,300.00.

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-291- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve a supplemental 

appropriation request for FY 2026 Felony Care & Custody, January-June 2026

Concerning the expense accounts for Fiscal Year 2026 Felony Care & Custody funded by the 

Ohio Department of Youth Services Subsidy/Reclaim Grant for the Morgan County Juvenile 

Court; the following are the appropriations requested for the corresponding expense account line 

items:

Line Items                                                                  Acct. Number                                 Amount              

Salary, Probation Officers 023-2026-5102.02 $21,147.00
Salary, Program Administrator 023-2026-5102.00 $12,167.00
PERS, Probation Officers 023-2026-5367.02 $ 4,240.58
PERS, Program Administrators 023-2026-5367.00 $ 1,885.28
Medicare, Probation Officers 023-2026-5368.02 $     329.32
Medicare, Program Administrators 023-2026-5368.00 $     205.76
Worker’s Comp., Probation Officers 023-2026-5369.02 $ 1,150.00
Worker’s Comp., Program Administrators 023-2026-5369.00 $     905.00
Monitoring & Surveillance 023-2026-5301.00 $ 2,000.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 023-2026-5307.00 $33,802.08
Drug Testing 023-2026-5308.00 $ 2,000.00 
Total $79,832.02
Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-292- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Mayle to request the following supplemental 
appropriations for fund 099 Grant Administration. 

099-0099-5013.00 2025 ODOT—Aviation—Airport Program $563,714.00

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-293- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve all supplemental 

appropriations. See Attachment B
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Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-294- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Mayle to transfer for FY 2026 Felony Care & 
Custody. Concerning the expense accounts for fiscal year 2026 Felony Care & Custody funded 
by the Ohio Department of Youth Services Subsidy/Reclaim Grant for the Morgan County 
Juvenile Court; the following are requested transfers:

From:

Line Item: ￼ Account Number: Amount:

Miscellaneous Expense 023-2026-5307.00 $1,155.00

To:

Salary, Probation Officers 023-2026-5102.02 $   940.00

PERS, Probation Officers 023-2026-5367.02 $   170.00

Medicare, Probation Officers 023-2026-5368.02 $     15.00

Worker’s Comp., Probation Officers 023-2026-5369.02 $     30.00

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-295- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to approve all transfers See Attachment 

C

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

                                                                                                                                                                                      

26-296- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mrs. Maxwell to approve payment of bills.  *See 
attached*
Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-297- Motion by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Mayle to recess the commissioners meeting 
Monday, June 15, 2026, at 4:00pm. 

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-298- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to reconvene the commissioners 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 6:00pm for a Data Center meeting.

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried

26-299- Motion by Mr. Mayle and seconded by Mr. Best to adjourn the commissioners meeting 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 7:30pm.

Mrs. Maxwell yea, Mr. Best yea, Mr. Mayle yea Motion Carried 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Approved by Commissioners on:
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Heidi Maxwell, President
                                                        
Steve Best, Vice-President
                                                        
Cecil Mayle, Member Sheila Welch, Clerk
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Attachment A:
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Attachment B:
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Attachment C:

\
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